
Dear Ms. Courteau and Mr. Climenhaga:

I am legal counsel to the Sun News network ("Sun News").  I am writing in response to
Mr. Climenhaga’s complaint to the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council ("CBSC") set
out below concerning a segment broadcast on Ezra Levant's show The Source on
December 22, 2011 in which Mr. Levant used the Spanish-language phrase "Chinga tu
madre".  The segment in question first aired at 5 p.m. ET, and Mr. Levant used the phrase
“Chinga tu madre” at 5:10 ET. 
 
The complaint is that the phrase "Chinga tu madre" translates into a particularly
offensive insult.

In fact, it is incorrect to assert that that the phrase bears the single meaning cited by the
complainant.  A blog post on the Vancouver Sun (which is not affiliated with Sun News)
by a Mexican immigrant to Canada named Mario Canseco on January 7, 2012 addresses
this point.  Mr. Canseco's blog post may be found at the following URL:

http://blogs.vancouversun.com/2012/01/07/on-the-proper-definition-of-chinga-tu-madre/

In his blog post, Mr. Canseco discusses Mr. Levant's use of the phrase in some detail and
points out that “[I]n the strictest form, `chinga tu madre’ and `go f@ck yourself’ serve the
purpose of a particularly mild phrase: “You are a nuisance, go away.”
Mr. Canseco goes on to discuss the general meaning of the root word “Chingar”, as
follows: 

“That being said, Chingar can have many, many meanings, depending on the context.
“En chinga” means to be in a hurry to finish a task or project. “No estés chingando”
means stop bothering me. “Qué chinga” means having to do something that is terribly
cumbersome. “Chingadera” means that somebody, or something, hindered your path
towards a specific goal. “Chingón” is a person who is great at what they do. “Se chingó”
means things did not turn out quite as planned.”

Finally, Mr. Canseco cites the discussion of the word in the work The Labyrinth of
Solitude, by the renowned Mexican writer Octavio Paz.  In that work, according to Mr.
Canseco, Mr. Paz discusses the phrase “Vete a la chingada” and defines it as “an
invitation to send the recipient into `a grey country, located nowhere, immense and
empty.’ “

Mr. Canseco was later invited to appear on The Source on January 17, 2012, at which
time he expanded on this discussion.   (Because Mr. Canseco’s discussion on that
appearance is an important element of Sun News’ response to this complaint, I am
arranging to send a copy of the logger tape for that appearance to the CBSC.)  As well as
making some of the same points he made in his January 7 blog post, Mr. Canseco noted
that “Chinga tu madre” can be (and commonly is) used to mean “Stop bothering me”, or



“Get lost.”  Overall, according to Mr. Canseco, there are many ways to look at the phrase,
and it is a mistake to regard the phrase as “inviting somebody to do something with their
mother.”

The phrase, in other words, has many possible meanings.  Under the circumstances, Sun
News submits that it would not be reasonable for the CBSC to conclude that it bears only
the meaning asserted by the complainant.
 
In addition, it is important to note that Mr. Levant originally used the phrase at the end of
a detailed substantive monologue concerning what Mr. Levant regarded as the
unwarranted intervention of the Chiquita Banana company into the debate over Canada’s
oilsands.  This topic is a matter of significant political interest, and Mr. Levant’s
discussion of it is undeniably permissible under Article 5 of the CAB Code of Ethics. 
The overall discussion, therefore, is fully defensible, both under all codes administered
by the CBSC and as a matter of the right to free expression under Canadian law,
including section 2(b) of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.   
 
By ending his discussion with the phrase “Chinga tu madre”, Mr. Levant was doing
nothing more than forcefully expressing his opinion regarding the intervention of
Chiquita Banana into the oilsands debate.  In effect, he was putting an exclamation point
on his monologue.  Because the phrase is broader in its meaning than the complainant
asserts, Sun News submits that its use in this context was entirely legitimate.
 
For that reason, Sun News submits that this complaint must be dismissed.
 
Tycho Manson
Director, Legal Affairs
Quebecor Media Inc.


